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Mutual ignorance, suspicion and 
superiority

EU view of US
• No comprehensive 

privacy law
• Patchwork approach to 

specific problems
• Differing State 

requirements
• No dedicated independent 

regulator
• No real protection
• Inferior

US view of EU
• Too abstract, conceptual
• Too prescriptive & 

dependent on official 
authorisation

• Bureaucratises privacy
• Not uniform across 27 

sovereign states of 
Europe

• No real protection
• Inferior


